HEARTBREAK HOUSE

the young lady} Take off your hat, ducky; and make yourself
orne [s/ic goes to the door leading to the hall},
RE CAPTAIN [as she passes him] Ducky! Do you suppose,
nan, that because this young lady has been insulted and
ected, you have the right to address her as you address my
xhed children, whom you have brought up in ignorance of
:ommonest decencies of social intercourse?
URSE GUINNESS. Never mind him, doty. [Quite unconcerned,
?oes out into the hall on her way to the kitchen].
IE CAPTAIN. Madam: will you favor me with your name?
sits down in the big wicker chair].
iE YOUNG LADY. My name is Ellie Dunn.
IE CAPTAIN. Dunn! I had a boatswain whose name was Dunn.
ras originally a pirate in China. He set up as a ship's chandler
stores which I have every reason to believe he stole from me.
ioubt he became rich. Are you his daughter?
.LIE [indignant] No: certainly not. I am proud to be able to
Jiat though my father has not been a successful man, nobody
iver had one word to say against him. I think my father is the
man I have ever known.

IE CAPTAIN. He must be greatly changed. Has he attained the
nth degree of concentration?
.LIE. I dont understand.

IE CAPTAIN. But how could he, with a daughter? I, madam,
i two daughters. One of them is Hesione Hushabye? who
ted you here. I keep this house: she upsets it. I desire to attain
seventh degree of concentration: she invites visitors and
ss me to entertain them. [Nurse Guinness returns with the tea-
, which she places on the teak table]. I have a second daughter
is, thank God, in a remote part of the Empire with her num-
1 of a husband. As a child she thought the figure-head of my
, the Dauntless, the most beautiful thing on earth. He re-
sled it. He had the same expression: wooden yet enterprising,
married him, and will never set foot in this house again.
URSE GUINNESS [carrying the table, with the tea-things on it, to
?s side] Indeed you never were more mistaken. She is in
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